
 

 

Old Parish Council 
 
Orchard Cottage Telephone: 01604 781081 
Chapel Lane Email: oldparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Old Website: http://www.villageofold.org 
NN6 9RD  

MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting of Old Parish Council held on 10th November 2021 at 19:30 
at Old Community Centre 

Councillors present: 
Cllr Rosemary Bury  Cllr Julian Glover 
Cllr Barrie Grant  Cllr Alex Hocking 
Cllr Mariah Hocking  Cllr Dominick O’Connell 
 
In attendance: 
Two members of the public 

 

Year Month Item The following business was transacted: 

2021 11 01 Apologies for absence received from Cllr Green.  Reasons accepted by Council. 

2021 11 02 There were no declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest. 

2021 11 03 Previous minutes.  Resolved: the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13th October 2021 were 
accepted and signed (by Cllr Bury in Cllr Green’s absence) as correct records. 

2021 11 04 Graham Potter provided information about two cherry tree saplings planted at Cherry Hill: a white 
tree in the centre bed of the centre green and a red tree on the green, adjacent to one planted by 
contractors that had been vandalised and looked like it was dying, but then recovered.  
Neighbours were consulted in advance; the Parish Council is being informed now.  Cllr Grant 
expressed concern that underground service locations had not been considered when positioning 
the trees and that damage could be caused to services as the trees grow.  Resolved: to 
investigate obtaining service plans, before ascertaining whether any further action is required. 

2021 11 05 Election of Vice Chair.  Resolved: Cllr Bury be elected (proposed by Cllr Grant; seconded by Cllr 
O’Connell; vote passed). 

2021 11 06 New contract of employment for Clerk and new Expenses Policy.  No further comments on 
contract, following workshop.  Resolved: to accept the wording of the new contract and the 
amended expenses policy.  To upload expenses policy to the website. 

2021 11 07 Raising mandate to change bank details following resignation of Councillor.  Resolved: to raise 
mandate. 

2021 11 08 Community bus services.  There was a discussion about Cllr Glover looking into DACT (Daventry 
Area Community Transport) and Cllr O’Connell suggested putting links to local transport options 
on the website.  Resolved: to defer update on community bus services until December’s meeting. 
 
West Northamptonshire Council bus service survey.  Cllr Glover completed this on behalf of the 
Council and individuals have also completed it.  The resulting report was published very recently, 
so Cllr Glover has not yet read it.  Resolved: item closed. 

2021 11 09 Update on tree survey (covering only the trees for which the Parish Council is responsible).  Cllr 
Grant met with a representative of Moulton College and they are keen to help us.  Nothing urgent 
needs doing, although one tree has split and one side of it needs removing.  We have time to see 
how they can fit in the work within their curriculum.  The initial stage is to commission a tree 
survey and we will need to meet with Moulton College before next term to initiate the survey.  
They are not looking for remuneration at this stage.  Resolved: to meet with Moulton College 
again and commission the tree survey.  To inform Council when survey is being undertaken, so 
that photographs can be taken for a news item on the website.  To publish survey (inventory and 
condition report) when completed. 



 

 

Year Month Item The following business was transacted: 

2021 11 10 Update on progress regarding repair and painting of elevated village sign in centre of village.  Cllr 
Grant needs to have a meeting with Cllr Green to discuss ideas for fixing the base before we can 
obtain a cost.  Cllr Bury has a contact who is keen to paint the sign.  Cllr A Hocking suggested 
contact with Sywell Parish Council for a second quote. Resolved: to take photographs of the 
relief to pass to Cllr Bury’s contact so that we can obtain a cost.  To speak to Sywell Parish 
Council representative and ask who painted their sign. 

2021 11 11 5-year plan.  We need to obtain ideas now so that we can spread the cost over five years’ budgets.  
Ideas so far include LED lighting in Cherry Hill, traffic calming (if required as a result of increased 
traffic flow from surrounding developments), planters under village sign and wildflower planting.  
Cllr Bury has checked and no grants are available from West Northamptonshire Council this year.  
Resolved: to consult village residents via a leaflet and the website (identical information) and 
collect responses via letter and e-mail.  Some structure will be required to ensure that the ideas 
fall under our jurisdiction, using headings such as environment, etc.  To see whether we can 
include the leaflet as a flyer within the village newsletter. 

2021 11 12 Update on grass cutting.  The verge of Harrington Road towards Mawsley, due to be cut three 
times over the year, has been cut three weeks apart.  Resolved: to defer update until December’s 
meeting. 

2021 11 13 Next year’s Budget and Precept.  Resolved: to arrange workshop in December (so that new 
Parish Clerk can be involved) to set next year’s Budget and Precept. 
 
Financial and budget report.  The financial information has not yet been collected from the 
resigned Councillor.  Cllr Bury has put together the information by hand on last month’s printed 
financial and budget report.  The bank statement matches the payments.  Resolved: to collect 
all Parish Council paperwork and assets.  To follow up with the correct documents next month. 

2021 11 14 Bank reconciliation.  Resolved: deferred until December’s meeting. 

2021 11 15 Listed payments.  Cllr Bury has asked Cllr Green to set up payments, if approved at this meeting.  
Resolved: to approve listed payments: 
2commune (annual licence payment) £384.00 
SSE/SWALEC (Oct) £116.71 
M Cawley – October grass cutting £413.89 
To liaise with 2commune about paying for support but not receiving it. 

2021 11 16 Group training for website.  Resolved: for Cllr A Hocking to provide Councillors and Clerk with 
website training in January. 

2021 11 17 Risk assessment schedule and Health and Safety Policy.  Resolved: to update risk assessment 
schedule and review Health and Safety Policy as part of the December workshop covering next 
year’s Budget and Precept. 

2021 11 18 Speeding in Faxton End and Charles Close.  A resident of Charles Close says that some 
residents and some Village Hall visitors drive too fast.  There has been no contact from the Parish 
Charities about the possibility of a “Give way” sign at the village hall car park exit.  Discussion of 
options led to a consensus that a face-to-face meeting with Jane Howard (Highways liaison) 
would be beneficial.  Resolved: to defer decision to December’s meeting. 
 
Speeding / traffic calming generally in the village.  Resolved: to ensure the vehicle activated 
speed sign is used as intended.  To consider traffic calming measures at the next meeting, if the 
proposed development adjacent to Mercedes in Brixworth (DA/2019/0144) is granted planning 
permission (appeal not yet decided). 

2021 11 19 Community volunteering offer from young village resident as part of Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme, for one hour a week for six months.  Cllr Bury confirmed that this is covered by our 
insurance, but that the tasks should be suitable and the person should be competent.  Under-18s 
should be accompanied, or a lone working policy put in place.  Written risk assessments need to 
be done.  Cllr O’Connell noted that the tasks should be ones that are already done and are large 
enough to be supervised.  Resolved: to obtain further information so that we can decide (age of 
volunteer, what he can do, what his interests are). 



 

 

Year Month Item The following business was transacted: 

2021 11 20 Queen’s Green Canopy project.  The Parish Charities are planning landscaping around Townson 
Close and they have an area that might be available where we could plant the tree.  Cllr Glover 
will report back when he hears more.  We will need to know how much space, so that we can 
purchase the correct size of tree.  It is now too late in the year to plant trees, so it will not be 
planted until the spring.  Resolved: to continue liaising with Parish Charities. 

2021 11 21 Playground.  Cllr Glover has inspected the playground and the only item requiring action was the 
damaged signage.  Resolved: to get quotation for new signs on gates (push-pull), so that 
payment can be approved at next meeting. 

2021 11 22 Report from Old Parish Charities.  No report received. 

2021 11 23 New Microsoft licence for Parish Council laptop.  Existing licence has expired, making it 
impossible to use laptop for tasks such as writing the agenda and minutes.  Whether expenditure 
is required depends on how the new Clerk would like to work and whether there is an existing 
scheme in place with West Northamptonshire Council.  Resolved: to liaise with new Clerk to see 
whether the laptop will be used.  To ascertain whether we can use a shared West 
Northamptonshire Council licence and, if not, obtain cost of new licence. 

2021 11 24 Correspondence regarding the Jubilee Tree seat.  Resolved: to defer until December’s meeting. 

2021 11 25 Closure of the meeting to the public and press.  Resolved: to close the meeting at 20:49, to 
discuss confidential staffing matters. 

2021 11 26 Recommendations submitted by Staffing Workshop Group Meeting on 27th October 2021.  
Discussion of contract and other details with applicant for position of Parish Clerk.  Resolved: to 
approve recommendations and pass contract to successful applicant.  To obtain price for metal 
filing cabinet.  To obtain price for soft phone.  When position of Parish Clerk has been filled, to 
liaise with successful applicant and ascertain her phone and laptop preferences so that we avoid 
unnecessary expenditure. 

2021 11 27 Re-opening of the meeting to the public and press.  Resolved: to re-open the meeting at 21:15. 

2021 11 28 Councillors’ reports: 
Cllr Glover: has completed all the consultations that have arrived so far.  Cllr Bury says that 
there are no new ones this month.  One NCALC update mentioned funding for sustainable 
projects.  Cllr Bury to provide Cllr Glover with her contact at Daventry District Council (as was) in 
order to ascertain whether the £10,000 grant is still available for an electric vehicle charging point. 
 
Cllr Grant: is receiving lots of useful Neighbourhood Watch information and is posting it to the 
two village Facebook groups.  Cllr A Hocking offered to publicise seasonal campaigns on the 
website. 
 
Cllr Bury: has had feedback that the agendas and minutes are not on the website calendar.  Cllr 
Hocking will ensure documents are accessible through the calendar as well as the documents 
section.  Cllr O’Connell suggested putting the website address on the noticeboard. 

2021 11 29 Action points from October’s meeting not already covered above. 
 
2021 10 06: completed. 
2021 10 07a: deferred. 
2021 10 07b: enquired; awaiting a response. 
2021 10 09a: in progress.  Cllr Bury to bring in document governing the vegetation volunteering, 
so that we can review and decide on communication strategy. 
2021 10 21c: deferred. 
2021 10 22: completed. 
2021 10 23: reported; outcome not known.  Resolved: to contact Cllr Green to ascertain outcome.  
If none is forthcoming, Cllr Grant recommends asking the Highways liaison to attend a meeting 
in Old to see the problems, as this is generally a more successful method. 
2021 10 14: completed. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 



 

 

Appendix 1: Items for the December agenda (meeting on 8th) 

• Outcome of action points 

• Vote on whether to change meeting start time from 7:30pm to 7:00pm 

• Consider asking Moulton College to plant the Queen’s Jubilee tree for us as part of the tree work 

• Discuss scope of grass cutting, including the £33 for verge cutting up Harrington Road towards Mawsley 
three times a year 

• Decide whether to put the website address on the noticeboards and, if agreed, in what formats. 

• Review vegetation volunteering document and agree on communication strategy and possibility of 
nominating a landscape monitor. 

 
Appendix 2: Action points 

 

Year Month Item Person responsible Action point 

2021 11 04 Cllr Grant Investigate obtaining service plans for the central Cherry Hill green. 

2021 11 06 Cllr M Hocking Upload expenses policy to website. 

2021 11 07 Cllr O’Connell Raise mandate to change bank details and liaise with other signatories. 

2021 11 09a Cllr Grant Meet with Moulton College and commission tree survey. 

2021 11 09b Cllr Grant Inform Parish Councillors when survey is due to be undertaken. 

2021 11 09c Cllr Grant Send tree survey to Councillors when completed. 

2021 11 09d Cllr A Hocking Publish tree survey on website when received from Cllr Grant. 

2021 11 10a Cllrs Grant and 
Green 

Meet and discuss ideas for fixing the base of the village sign. 

2021 11 10b Cllr Grant Take photographs of relief of village sign and pass to Cllr Bury. 

2021 11 10c Cllr Bury Pass Cllr Grant’s photographs of relief of village sign to lady who was 
interested in painting the sign. 

2021 11 10d Cllr Bury Speak to Lorna at Sywell Parish Council to obtain details of who painted 
their sign.  Pass the information to Cllr Grant. 

2021 11 11a Cllr O’Connell Create leaflet to obtain residents’ views on Parish Council spending in the 
next five years, structured so that ideas fall under our jurisdiction. 

2021 11 11b Cllr Glover Ask Anne Hickey whether we can include the leaflet in the newsletter. 

2021 11 13a Cllr Bury Arrange a mutually convenient time for next year’s Budget and Precept 
workshop and book Community Centre. 

2021 11 13b Cllr O’Connell Collect all Parish Council paperwork (physical and electronic) and assets 
from resigned Councillor. 

2021 11 13c Cllr O’Connell Obtain the most recent version of financial and budget report from the 
resigned Councillor and pass it to Cllr Bury. 

2021 11 13d Cllr Bury Update financial and budget report electronically, once received from Cllr 
O’Connell, then bring to December’s meeting. 

2021 11 15a Cllr Bury Tell Cllr Green that payments have been approved and, once Cllr Green 
has set up the approved payments, authorise them. 

2021 11 15b Cllr Green Set up approved payments. 

2021 11 15c Cllr O’Connell Authorise approved payments. 

2021 11 15d Cllr A Hocking Speak to 2commune about paying for support but not receiving any. 

2021 11 16a Cllr A Hocking Arrange a mutually convenient time (a Thursday in January) for a couple 
of hours of website training in the Community Centre. 



 

 

Year Month Item Person responsible Action point 

2021 11 16b Cllr Bury Book Community Centre for website training, once the date is agreed. 

2021 11 18 Cllrs A and M 
Hocking 

Obtain vehicle activated speed sign equipment from Cllr O’Connell and 
receive handover from Cllr Bury. 

2021 11 19 Cllr Glover Reply to volunteering offer e-mail asking for more information so that we 
can look into the safety aspects. 

2021 11 20 Cllr Glover Continue liaising with Parish Charities regarding space available for tree 
planting. 

2021 11 21 Cllr Glover Obtain quotation for new signs on playground gate and bring costs to next 
meeting for approval. 

2021 11 23a Cllr A Hocking Liaise with new Clerk to see whether the laptop will be used. 

2021 11 23b Cllr A Hocking Ascertain whether we can use a shared West Northamptonshire Council 
licence for Microsoft and, if not, obtain a price for a new one. 

2021 11 26a Cllr Glover Obtain price for a new metal filing cabinet. 

2021 11 26b Cllr A Hocking Obtain price for a soft phone. 

2021 11 26c Cllr A Hocking Liaise with new Parish Clerk and ascertain phone and laptop preferences. 

2021 11 28a Cllr Bury Provide Cllr Glover with the contact at Daventry District Council re EV 
charging point grant. 

2021 11 28b Cllr A Hocking Update website so that minutes and agendas are available through the 
website calendar as well as the documents section. 

2021 11 29 Cllr Bury Bring in document governing vegetation volunteering, so that Council can 
review at next meeting. 

 
To see these minutes online, go to www.villageofold.org/documents.html or scan this QR code with your mobile 
phone: 

 


